
 

 

 

T
h

e
  

P
ro

p
h

e
t

 
U

N
I

O
N

 
C

A
T

H
O

L
I

C
 

H
I

G
H

 
S

C
H

O
O

L 
Issue 7 

June 2010 Underclassmen Superlatives 
 Freshmen  

Most School Spirit  Barrington Palmer; Katie Brown  

Most Outgoing  Michael Curley: Katie Brown  

Most Outrageous  Evan Parisi; Kamera Martin  

Most Artistic  Trevor Miranda; Pacita Gazary  

Most Likely to Become 
Famous  

Tom Wang; Kamera Martin/ Grace Kelly  

Most Likely to Succeed  Tom Wang; Rosa Cuppari  

Favorite Teacher  Mr. Bace; Mrs. Doherty  

Most Athletic  Michael DeAngelis; Grace Kelly  

Sophomores  

Most School Spirit Vito Gagliardi; McKenna Dick  

Most Outgoing Kevin Hamilton; Allison Almer  

Most Outrageous Eric Fennik; Allison Almer  

Most Artistic Roland Johnson; Nicole Pietrapertosa  

Most Likely to Become 

Famous 
Brandon Rotondo; Maeve Lynskey  

Most Likely to Succeed Annie Cierpial; Dave Schanz  

Favorite Teacher Mr. Becht; Mrs. Doherty  

Most Athletic Dave Schanz; Julie Monroy  

Juniors  

Most School Spirit  Dylan George; Erin Farley  

Most Outgoing  Ray Hyman; Bryshawna Otto  

Most Outrageous  Ray Hyman; Bryshawna Otto  

Most Artistic  Miguel Guerrero; Karen Comiso  

Most Likely to Become 
Famous  

Mike Marciano; Ella Chamis  

Most Likely to Succeed  Sean Siburn; Colleen Cassidy  

Favorite Teacher  Mr. Wright; Mrs. Franco  

Most Athletic  Jamaad Nash; Allison Guzman  
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 Around Union Catholic, Principal Sister Percylee 
Hart, R.S.M. has always been known as a dynamic leader and 
great visionary.  Since she became principal in 1980, Sr. Per-
cylee has been the driving force behind tremendous growth 
and development in the school, particularly in the imple-
mentation of laptops for all students.  This vital leadership 
that Sr. Percylee provides has long been recognized by Un-
ion Catholic students, but it also was recently recognized by 
a slightly different audience.  On April 29, Sister Percylee 
was awarded the Union County Educational Services Foun-
dation Educator of Excellence Award at a special dinner 
hosted by the Union County Educational Services Commis-
sion.  

 The Union County Educational Services Foundation 
Educator of Excellence Award is an annual award given to a 
person who has made a difference in the area of education.  
It is voted on by and awarded by the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission, who partners with UC by provid-
ing supplemental instruction and assisting students in the 
new UC sUCcess center.  It is normally awarded to two or 
three educators or a corporation that supports education, but 
Sr. Percylee was honored as the sole recipient of this yearõs 
award.   

 Sr. Percylee received her award at the Union County 
Educational Services Commissionõs annual Awards Dinner, 
held at the Primavera Regency in Sterling, New Jersey, on 
April 29.  Over seventy members of the UC community, in-
cluding students, faculty, parents and alumni, were present 
in the crowd.  Upon receiving the award, Sr. Percylee had the 
opportunity to get up and speak.  Her speech highlighted the 
importance of the partnership between UC and the Educa-
tional Services Commission and illustrated how this partner-
ship has served the needs of UC students.  In recognition of 
her award, she was also awarded a plaque, which is currently 
on display at UC for all students to see.  

 In her nearly three decades here at UC, Sr. Percylee 
has always been innovative and has continually ensured that 
the school remain on the cutting edge in its use of technol-
ogy.  At the beginning of her tenure here at UC, Sr. Percylee 
oversaw the merging of the boysõ and girlsõ school to form a 
co-educational school.  In 1997, Sr. Percylee was responsible 
for instituting a laptop program that would later expand to 
include every student in the school.  In recent years, she has 
continued to promote the use of technology by incorporating 
SMART boards, computer labs, and other technologies into 
the schoolõs curriculum.  These additions have helped to 
make UC one of the most technologically -advanced schools 
in the entire state of New Jersey.  

 To all in the UC community, this award simply repre-

sents a great triumph and due recognition of a leader who 

has done so much. òSister Percylee is the vision behind Union 

Catholicõs success, as we move into preparing students for 

the future,ó said Ms. Piasecki.  òShe is truly an educator of 

excellence.ó 
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Sister Percylee Honored With Award  

THE  PROPHET 

Brian Hartnett 

Sr. Percylee and the rest of the U.C administration celebrate 
her Educator of Excellence Award  

The Union Catholic Community would like to say 
farewell to  

Sister Catherine Carroll  

Mr. Allan Bloomfield  

on their retirement  

and  

Mrs. Karen Schurtz  

Mr. Allan Wright  

as they leave UC after more than twenty years of  

service  

Thank you for all that you have done!  

            Congratulations to  

Guidance Counselor Ms. Dixon  

on the birth of her son  

Logan Ries Dixon  

May 18, 2010  

5 pounds 6 ounces  

Best Wishes to Mother and 
Child!  

The Union Catholic Community would like to  

welcome  

Custodian Ray Lowerey  

as he begins his tenure here at UC  
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Sen10rs Graduate  
Annie Cierpial  

 On the morning of June 5, blue and white 
caps and gowns filled the gymnasium as the Class of 
2010 graduated from Union Catholic.  At 9:00 a.m., 
197 seniors walked into the gymnasium for the last 
time as UC students.   

After òPomp and Circumstanceó was played 
by Music teacher Mr.  Frio and members of the Union 
Catholic band, Principal Sister Percylee Hart, R.S.M. 
welcomed everyone to the ceremony.  She called upon 
the students for the last time to become òall God calls 
you to be.ó  Assistant Principal Mrs. McCoid then an-
nounced the names of the students who had received 
college scholarships. The graduating class  received 
scholarships totaling an amount of  $15,383,219.   

 The awarding of diplomas was broken up 
into three groups of graduates.  Speeches and the 
announcement of special awards were  done in be-
tween each of the groups.  The address to the gradu-
ates was made by sportscaster Bob Wischusen õ89.  
Mr. Wischusen is the voice of the New York Jets and 
announces New York Knicks and New York Rangers 
games, as well as many college sports games.  Mr. 
Wischusen delivered a humorous, yet thought -
provoking speech, in which he encouraged the gradu-
ates to follow their dreams.  He assured them that the 
most important thing in life is happiness and that it 
is òbetter to make $16,000 doing something you love, 
then to make $40,000 doing something you hate.ó 

Class valedictorian, Jamie Cioconõ 10 was the 
commencement speaker.  She called upon a familiar 
Apple ad entitled òThe Crazy Onesó from the Think 
Different campaign to prove her point.  She told her 
fellow graduates, as the ad has stated, that the most 
famous people, such as John Lennon, Mahatma Gan-
dhi, and Thomas Edison, had once been considered 
crazy by others, but now they are the ones that are 
seen as genius.  She pointed out that, in fact, others 
could even consider the seniors as being the crazy 
ones because they had done things that people would 
have never imagined.  As she said, òcrazy is not a bad 
thing.ó  

The final speech of the ceremony was made 
by Student Council President Nick Malapitõ 10.  
Malapit asked the graduates to ponder their last four 
years at Union Catholic and showed how they, as a 
group, had changed.   

 At the conclusion of the ceremony, the gradu-
ates made their way out to the gym parking lot to 
celebrate by tossing their hats into the air.   

            The entire UC community would like to con-
gratulate the Class of 2010 and wish them luck on 
their future endeavors.  

  

  

Senior Awards  
School Consultative Board Award : DJ Thornton  
Spirit Award : Gerianna Pinto and Eche Nwizugbo  
Jane Albert Award of Service : Jordan Morrisey  
Hart Award : Schweta Gohil  
Michael Marotti Dedication Award : Alex Bricki  
Principalõs Award: Arielle Gonzales  
Comcast Leaders Award : Megan Furlong  
Key Club Award : Jasmine Evans, Brenda Eke, Brandi Adams, 
Amanda Landisi  
William J. Kelemen Scholarship :  Matt McElroy, Megan Weber  
Kevin A. Apuzzio Memorial Scholarship : Richard Tiemann  
 
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 
GENERAL EXCELLENCE 
Valedictorian ð Jamie Ciocon  
Salutatorian ð Thomas Kaluzny  
ART ð  
Mariah Phillips  
ENGLISH-  
Jamie Ciocon  
Next in merit - Alex Bricki  
FINE ARTS ð CHORUS 
Thamar Nelson  
FINE ARTS ð INSTRUMENTAL 
Michael Goydish  
Next in Merit - Robert Magella  
FRENCH 
Catherine Munkittrick  
ITALIAN  
Christopher Bruno  
Next in Merit - Stephanie Ramirez  
MATHEMATICS  
Samantha Marques  
Next in Merit - Stephanie Leso  
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Darrin Benson  
Next in Merit - Tyler Keating  
RELIGION 
Alex Bricki  
Next in Merit - Megan Carr  
SCIENCE 
Jamie Ciocon  
Next in Merit - Thomas Kaluzny  
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
Jordan Morrisey  
Next in Merit - Matthew 
Zalewski  
SPANISH 
Alex Bricki  
Next in Merit - Jamie Ciocon  
TECHNOLOGY 
John Cierpial  
 

The Class of 2010 prepares to take their 
last few steps as UC students.  
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The Union Catholic Performing Arts Company Awards were 
held this year on May 12 in the UC auditorium. The award 
ceremony is held at the end of every year to celebrate the 
recently completed season and to  announce the shows that 
will be performed next year. The night also gives 
acknowledgement to certain outstanding members of the 
program for  their work as either actors, stage crew, and/or 
directors. In addition, members of PAC  also received awards 
that acknowledged their hours of commitment in UCPAC.  

              The night began with speeches from some of the 
senior members of UCPAC. Then, a group of new members 
were inducted into the International Thespian Society. The 
Thespian Society is an organization honoring student 
achievements in theatre; it is named after Thespis, the first 
actor. òI am beyond excited about becoming a thespian,ó said 
newly inducted thespian, Karyn Kiziili' 13. òI feel like all my 
hard work and dedication is being recognized.ó To become a 
thespian, a person is required to have a certain number of 
hours participating in any form of the theatre arts. After this 
requirement is filled, any additional hours a student has 
turns  into honorary stars. 600 hours equaled one honor bar, 
which several students received. Two students, Arielle 
Gonzalez õ10 and Greg Gedman õ10, had the privilege of 
receiving four honor bars.  

              This yearõs fall play, Noises Off , was directed by 
alumnus  John Rotondo õ07. The play is a British farce set in 
England. It is a play within a play where the actors' personal 
drama affects their performances in hilarious ways. When the 
play was performed last fall at UC, it received rave reviews. 
Conor McDonough õ10 and Justine Mujica ô10 received awards 
for best leading actor and actress for their work in the play. 
In addition, Arielle Gonzalez õ10, Sammie Melina õ10, Greg 
Gedman õ10, and Jordan Morrisey õ10 received awards for 
best supporting actors and actresses. John Rotondo 
announced the fall play for next year to be The Nerd . He said 
he wanted to choose a play that would relate closer to the 
teenage students of UC.     

              The spring musical, Les Miserables , was also honored 
at the PAC awards for being one of the best productions the 
company has every put on. The show is sung completely 
throughout with no spoken words, which can be extremely 
difficult for any actor. Set during the French Revolution, Les 
Miserables  contains characters with stories of love, loss , and 
self - discovery. Many students received different awards for 
their work in this production. Moderator of UCPAC, Mrs. 
Carolan, announced that  next yearõs spring musical will be 
The Drowsy Chaperone. This musical is a homage  to Ameri-
can musicals of the Jazz Age , examining the effect musicals 
have on the fans who adore them. The show is fairly new; just 
having opened  on Broadway in the spring of 2006. It is a 
musical within a comedy, which is a welcomed change from 
the past two years of thought provoking òoperaticó like 
musicals UCPAC has put on.           

(Continued on page 10)  

The Curtain Closes on 
this Season of UCPAC 

Danielle Gruskiewicz 

Evenings of  
Excellence 

Ronald Munkittrick  

On May 19, the juniors and seniors who dili-
gently worked throughout the year were finally re-
warded during the Union Catholic Awards Ceremony.  
Alex Bricki õ10 started the ceremony with a prayer and 
Pledge of Allegiance, followed by encouraging words 
from our principal, Sister Percylee Hart, R.S.M.  Shortly 
after, the awards began to be announced.  The multi-
tude of students who had made honor roll for the first 
three marking periods or achieved straight Aõs in any 
class over the course of the year sat patiently waiting to 
hear their names.   
 The Olympiad winners were announced next.  
The Olympiad is a test taken by students in particular 
subjects, and the ten students who place highest are 
given an award.   A gold medal is awarded to the stu-
dent who receives the highest mark on the test.  The 
following students were awarded gold medals:  Alex 
Bricki ô10-Advanced Math, Kevin Coughlan ô10-
Environmental Science, Sean Siburn ô11-Biology Level 2, 
Michael Cahill ô10-Physics Level 1, Careese Simmonds 
õ11-Physics Level 2.   
 There were also four scholarships awarded.  
Vincent LaRocca õ11 received the Frederick Douglas and 
Susan B. Anthony Award.  Tara Alves õ11 received the 
Xerox Award for Innovation and Technology.  The re-
cipient of the Bausch and Lomb Science Award was Col-
leen Cassidy õ11.  Sean Sarra õ11 was the recipient of the 
Rensselaer Medal and Scholarship.  
 Finally, the top students of each class for the 
year of 2009 -2010 were announced, the best of the 
best, and the biggest moment of the night.  The whole 
ceremony was building up to this announcement.  For 
the class of 2011, second in the junior class was Col-
leen Cassidy, while Sean Siburn had the honor of being 
first.  Second in the class of 2010 for their senior year 
was Samantha Marques.  Thomas Kaluzny won first in 
the class of 2010.   
 On May 26, the freshman -sophomore Academic 
Awards Ceremony took place.   As with the juniors and 
seniors, there was a large number of students called for 
the honor roll awards for the class of 2012 and 2013.  
This was followed by the Olympiad testing and the top 
students of each lass.   
 The Olympiad testing revealed six medalists for 
the freshmen and sophomores.  The Algebra I medalist 
was Taylor Diken ô13.  The Algebra II test had two 
medalists, Ann Cierpial õ12 and Lucy Yoon ô12.  Andres 
Aguiaza õ13 was the winner of the Geometry medal. 
James Weyand õ12 was the Chemistry medalist while 
Brian Cattafe õ13 won the Biology Level 1 medal.   
 After the Olympiad winners, the best of each 
class were announced.  For the class of 2013, second 
rank was Dara Maguire, while top of the class was Rosa 
Cuppari for this school year.  Kimberly Esguerra was 
second for the class of 2012.  Gabrielle Aquino was 
ranked as the top sophomore.  
  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jazz_Age


 

 

 

The end of the year is approaching faster than ex-
pected, which means studying for finals, preparing for sum-
mer, and the annual Student Council elections. On May 21,  
the sheets were passed out; the votes were tallied; and the 
winners were announced. As the afternoon loudspeaker 
turned on, the candidates waited anxiously to see who had 
won executive board positions. After the announcement was 
made, there were smiles from the winners and excitement 
from realizing that their hard work campaigning really had 
paid off. The final winners were: Vinny Laroccaõ11 
(President), Tim Connellõ11 (Vice President), Ashley Castroõ11 
(Media Coordinator), and Megan Gaczynskiõ11 (Secretary).   

 Not only are these four selected students represent-
ing the Student Council Board, but the entire school as well. 
These leaders will serve as beneficial contributors to making 
Union Catholic an even better place. Each position has its 
own specific job and requirements, which the leader must 
fulfill. Although they are individuals, each student will work 
together and become a team member. All members are ex-
pected to act as mediators between the student council rep-
resentatives and the entire community.  

 The President, who is the leader of the executive 
board, has the highest leadership position. This role includes 
presiding at each of the meetings and initiating with mem-
bers and activities throughout the school year. Along with 
these important tasks, the president is required to schedule 
special announcements, chair all committees, and assist with 
all things Student Council related. This job is not only impor-
tant in the sense of holding a main leadership role, but also 
in the fact that the individual must represent Union Catholic 
with good morals and actions. The second position, Vice 
President, performs the presidential and secretarial duties in 
his or her absence. This person serves as an executive mem-
ber of all committees and is an important backbone to the 
President, especially regarding specialized events and activi-
ties in student council. Along with the four positions, the 
president and vice -president do work back to back on impor-
tant decisions that need to be made.  

 The Secretary position takes the initiative when the 
President and Vice -President are not present. This boy/girl 
will record events of all meeting and prepare important in-
formation for the homeroom  representative.  The holder of 
this office acts as a manager with correspondence to student 
council as they complete orders for events, record atten-
dance, and serve as an executive member of all committees. 
The final position is the media coordinator. This person acts 
as a communicator who will print publicity for activities, 
make announcements on UCTV, and also serve as an execu-
tive member of all committees. This elected person will be 
responsible for spreading the word of upcoming events and 
assuring the participation of the students and faculty.  

(Continued on page 8)  
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Student Council Board 

Elections 
Alison Rebozo 

Junior Prom   
Carolyn Ryan 

On April 30, 2010, members of the UC Junior Class 
celebrated a night to remember. They all got dressed up 
and ready to attend their Junior prom. At 7:00 p.m. ,the 
students began to arrive at the Berkley Plaza in Livingston,  

where they were greeted with a beautiful entrance way. 
The teachers stood at the door way to greet the students 
and, as attendees  walked in a little further, they got a 
picture taken with their date. After this red carpet treat-
ment, the real party began.  

                Subsequently, juniors  socialized  for an hour be-
fore finding their respective tables . As the DJ started to 
play music that everyone found entertaining, people began 
to get out of their seats and dance. With the music playing 
and everyone dancing with their friends, it looked like a 
great time was being had by all . As the night went on,  
more people got up to dance and the dance floor was 
eventually packed. Nobody seemed to mind, however, 

because they were just 
enjoying themselves on a 
night free of drama. òI had a 
great time, I canõt wait for the 
Senior Prom,ó said Jacquelyn 
Oathout õ11.  

                The catering choice 
that was ordered was also a  

hit! Students enjoyed their 
food selections,  and some 
even went back for seconds. 
Afterwards, they were given 
dessert, which proved to be  

an interesting choice. 
Everyone was able to create his or her  own ice ðcream 
sundae with a variety of options . Students  were given the 
choice of chocolate and vanilla and were allowed to 
choose whatever toppings they wanted. As the class of 
2011  got its  food and dessert, each table was seated   for a 
group picture.  

                As the night started to come to an end, everyone 
continued to dance and have a great time. Groups were 
taking pictures together and just enjoying the memories 
that were being made. By the end of the dance, it was 
finally time for the DJ  to play the song that was chosen as 
the  prom song. The selection  was òIf I Ainõt Got You,ó by 
Alicia Keys. The couples broke apart to share one last 
dance before the prom ended. When everything was over, 
people left the building,  knowing  that this night had 
different memories for each of them. òIt was a memory 
from high school that I will never forget,ó said Michelle 
Kalasin õ11.  

                Prom ended up being a great night. It  is a moment 
that people are going to remember when they get older 
and are looking back at high school.  Between the dancing, 
socializing, and just having fun with friends, what more of 
a night could a UC student  ask for? .  

 

Members of the Junior 
Class enjoy a true ònight to 
rememberó at their prom 


